136                               STORM  OVER  THE  LAND
One request for his opinion of Sheridan with saying he was *onc of
long-armed fellows with short legs that can scratch his shins without
having to stoop over'.
In snow and rain of the last week IE March, Grant and Rawlins, his chief
of staff, set up headquarters at Culpeper Court House with the Army of the
Potomac. Into their hands came daily reports and dispatches from troops on
a line that ran 1200 miles from the Atlantic to the Rio Grande, 21 army corps,
18 departments, with            men enrolled, 533,000 present and fit for duty.
On a day soon to come the armies were to move, Butler up the James Rivers
Grant arid Meade across the Rapidan> Sigel up the Shenandoah, Averell in
West Virginia, Sherman and Thomas from Chattanooga, and Banks up the
Red River toward Texas.
Hitherto armies had acted independently, like a balky team, no two ever
puling together*, said Grant, as he explained to Lincoln that each army was to
hammer away and keep on with the hammering against the enemy armies,
enemy railroads and supplies, 'until by mere attrition, if in no other way, there
should be nothing left to him.* Grant and Meade in the East, and Sherman
and Thomas in the West, were to be a giant nutcracker having the South
crushed when they should finally meet. Thus Grant outlined the grand
strategy to Lincoln,
Grant was to hit Lee so hard in Virginia that Lee could send no help to
Johnston in Georgia. Sherman was to hit Johnston so heavily in Georgia
dial Johnston would never shift troops to Lee in Virginia. So they hoped and
planned.
Grant's orders to his scattered subcommanders were relayed through
Haleck at Washington. Meade as commander of the Army of the Potomac
received orders and suggestions from the near-by headquarters of Grant
But the newly arrived corps under Bumside was not under Meade, because
Bumside ranked Meade as an older head of the Army of the Potomac; so
Buroside was taking his orders from Grant.
The Bumside corps had mobilized at Annapolis, its veterans of Roanoke,
tbft Peni&sula, Antletam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Knoxville
being joined by new recruits that included several Negro regiments,
The grinding drama of drums and blood and agony went on. The lines of
toys in blue poured south and ever south, fractions of them returning hori-
zontal aad groaning in ambulances; others by thousands in shallow rain-
soaked graves, -where hurried burying squads had shovelled them over, still
by thousand, as at Shtbh, Malvern Hill, Gettysburg, with ribs and
dbam and bare by scavenger birds, rain and sunlight finally
them an atitibtji and inviolable dignity.